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Why are the wheels falling off?





SCHEDULE FOR RETREAT 

 February 20-22, 2009

	Friday
	7:00pm
	Meeting Room Maple room Retreat overview and eats. 

	
	9:00pm
	Evening Prayer

	
	
	

	Saturday
	9:00am
	Morning Prayer North Theater

	
	9:15am – 10:30am 1.15
	North Theater

	
	10:30am – 10:50am
	Break

	
	10:50am – 12:30pm 1.40
	North Theater

	
	12:30pm -3:30pm 
	Lunch/ Free time (on your own)

	
	3:30pm – 5:00pm 1.30
	Maple Room

	
	5:00pm – 7:00pm
	Dinner (on your own)

	
	7:00pm – 8:00pm 1
	Maple Room

	
	8:00pm
	Evening Prayer

	
	9:00pm - ??????
	Theological Discussion Maple room

	
	
	

	Sunday
	9:00am
	Matins Service


Introduction

(15mn)

The wheels are coming off!

When I was about 9 years old, my buddies and I spent the good part of a summer making go-carts. These weren’t the highly engineered carts with overpowered engines we have today. These were powered by the greenest of alternative fuels; gravity, when there were hills, and little boy sweat when we were on the flat. Our vehicles were made of “repurposed materials”, crates from behind the grocery store, boards that had been used for concrete forms and wheels from junked baby buggies, wagons and bikes. 

As we built our carts there were many technological issues we had to over come. For instance we needed to figure out how to construct a chassis. In short order we had a 2x6 chassis with a fixed 2x4 rear axle and a front cross member held to the 2x6 with a bolt so it could serve as the steering and the axle. Attaching the wheels to the 2x4s turned out to be a most vexing problem. At first it seem easy, nail them on. This didn’t work because the wheels could not turn and the nails bent when we put any weight on the wheels. We tried bigger nails; they also bent or broke the 2x4. It was several weeks till we fond out about lag bolts. After we got the wheels on we took the cart to the test hill only to find out that nails don’t work too well keeping the wash line we used for steering attached to the axle. We also found out that a braking system is really important. Not being able to steer or break made the ride quite exciting until it turned to terror as the wheels started coming off. 

Through the bumps and bruises many lessons were learned. Among them was “What doesn’t kill you make you stronger”, and “rub some dirt on it”. We learned the thrill of over coming challenges. We also learn how fast exaltation turns to terror as the wheels start coming off. 

For a long time America lived in the thrill of challenges overcome. Given enough time and money we could solve any problem, defeat any foe and raise our standard of living to boot. But somewhere around the mid 1960s the wheels started coming off and it appears there are no brakes. Many are seeing that something is drastically wrong. Something is wrong with the government, the environment, our courts, schools, marriage and families, all seem to be in the same predicament as the cart, We are moving down hill too fast, there are no breaks, no steering and the wheels are coming off. 

Listening to the “experts” doesn’t seem to be helpful either. In the past “experts” were creditable. They were people who had devoted themselves to unemotional contemplation and study. Scientific fact and its application were their natural habitats. Experts were those special people who contemplated the expansive implications of man’s existence. Now “Experts” are lobbyists. They are employed to sell us on a given point of view. They are more likely to have a degree in communication, journalism or political science than in science, religion, philosophy or history. Rather than informing us with their cogent thoughts on issues they advance a political agenda. In truth they are more invested in the problem continuing than actually solving it.  

In all forms of media we are bombarded with wave after wave of doomsday scenarios. We are not informed that a snowstorm is coming; rather we are about to meet our doom at the hand of THE WHITE DEATH!! These storms are going to continue until the earth is destroyed!! Propaganda has replaced information. 

Consider the message regarding smoking:

Smoking will kill you… 

and your children… 

and your neighbor… 

and the people in your town and the people in your state and the people in our nation and all the people in the world!!! 

Smoking in your car is killing the people following you on the expressway in the winter with their windows rolled up holding their breath!!! 

What we eat, where we live, how we live, what we ware etc… are all opportunities to be afraid, yes be very afraid. No wonder we are stressed out and in need of medication to help us cope. 

In this terror charged atmosphere identifying the underlying issues and challenges is little more than a shooting in the dark, with your eyes closed. The experts are pointing in all directions identifying the cause of the wheels falling off. As it turns out everyone is to blame, except the “experts” themselves, of course. 

If parents were only more responsible then children would be more responsible. 

If the teachers had standards then our children would learn. 

If the schools had more money then they would be able to teach more effectively. 

If corporations weren’t so greedy then there would be more wealth for everyone. 

If unions weren’t holding out for ridicules contracts then jobs wouldn’t be going over seas. 

If professors weren’t so liberal then a diploma would still be worth something.

If conservatives weren’t so mean then we could all get along. 

If kids didn’t have it so easy then they would learn discipline.  

If…then...! If…then...! If…then…!!! 

If (insert your personal beef) then everything would be better and the polar bear, spotted owl and the snail darter would live happily with the children and there would be peace.

What we are experiencing in our society is really the result of a major shift away from a commonly excepted worldview. This shift began washing over mankind toward the end of the Dark Ages. The great thinkers of Europe started thinking in terms of an anthropocentric (man-centered) worldview instead of a theocentric (God-centered) worldview. To a great extent what is happening in our world, nation, communities and lives can be attributed to this shift in worldview. This shift accounts for the denigration of once noble institutions like marriage, parenthood, government, schools and churches. It accounts for lose of benevolence in companies, politics and among scientists. It accounts also for lose of civility in our everyday lives and interactions with one another. It is this shift that is causing the wheels to come of the cart. 

This is not to suggest that in the past all things were good, right and salutary, as if we are now longing for the good old days. Since the fall man has a nature that tends to “inhumanity”, seeking his own personal advantage over everyone else’s. This is true of humans individually and corporately. It is even true within groups like families; this partly explains cases of child and spousal abuse and that this tragedies are not new problems. What the change in the worldview has done is diminish our societies ability to right it’s self when inhumanity breaks out. 

In intellectual circles it is not popular to speak of religion in a positive light, particularly Christianity. For decades we have heard a constant drumbeat of the ills and horrors wrought upon mankind by the religious. This constant drumbeat is nothing more than the heartbeat of an anthropocentric worldview demanding supremacy over the supposed dangerously ignorant and closed-minded theocentric worldview. It is the churches inability or reluctance to defend its intellectual property, internally and externally that has resulted in the demise of what was working in America. 

Francis August Schaeffer makes a very interesting contribution when he illustrates the differences between the counties that adopted a humanist worldview and those countries of the Reformation who rejected the humanist view. This clash between an anthropocentric and theocentric worldview is surprisingly clarified in the struggles of the Reformation. 
It is the fallout, debris and results of this epic war of the worldviews we will be considering in our sessions to come.  We will be considering the effect this change in worldviews has had on our lives. We will also consider the Lutheran faith and the worldview contained within it and how we may have just what the world needs.

Session 1 

(1hr)

WORLDVIEWS

What is a worldview?

Why is it important to understand worldviews?

Elements of a worldview

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Major categories of worldviews

1. Naturalism

a.

b.

c.

2. Pantheism

a.

b.

c.

d.

3. Theism

a.

b.

c.

4. Spiritism and Polytheism

5. Postmodernism
Test!!!

 What would a sermon or speech be about in each of these worldviews?

1. Naturalism

2. Pantheism

3. Theism

4. Spiritism and Polytheism

5. Postmodernism

A Biblical Worldview.

1. An ontology, a descriptive model of the world

2. An explanation of the world

3. A futurology, answering the question "where are we heading?"

4. Values, answers to ethical questions: "What should we do?"

5. A praxeology, or methodology, or theory of action.: "How should we attain our goals?"

6. An epistemology, or theory of knowledge. "What is true and false?"

7. An etiology. A constructed world-view should contain an account of its own "building blocks," its origins and construction.

Session 2 

(1hr 40mn)

WORLDVIEWS

A Lutheran Worldview.

1. Theistic 

a. Revelation

i. Knowledge of God is by revelation

2 Peter 1:21  

1 Cor. 2:7-13  

2 Sam 23:2

ii. The infinite cannot be fully comprehended by the finite. 

Job 38—42.

Isaiah 55:6-12

iii. Faith in the revelation of God to man.

Heb. 11:1-3

Heb. 1:1-4
b. God is ….

Eternal- Ps 90:1-2

Unchangeable- Malachi 3:6

Omnipotent- Matt. 19:26/ 1 Kings 18:25-39

Omniscient- John 21:17

Omnipresent- Jeremiah 23:24

Holy- Isaiah 6:3

Just-
Deuteronomy 32:4

Faithful- 2 Timothy 2:13

Benevolent- Matt 6:30

Merciful- Ps. 145:9

Gracious- Lamentations 3:22-23 

c. Right and wrong 

Leviticus 19:2

Deuteronomy 6:6-7

James 4:11-12

2. Order of Creation

a. Science 

i. Gen. 1:26 

ii. Is process of discovering God’s creative processes and gifts.

b. Knowledge

i.   Of the earthly through experience

ii.  Of the divine through revelation

iii. Of reality a combination of the experience and revelation

c. Man

i.   Place in creation

Gen. 1-3

ii.  Depravity of the human condition.

Gen. 3

Rom. 7

iii. Relationship to each other

Second table of the Law

Matt. 22:39

Matt. 7:12

Law Gospel paradox

John 1:14-16

Luther’s Catechisms on the First Article

Luther’s Small Catechism

II. THE CREED,

as the Head of the Family Should Teach It in the Simplest Way to His Household.

—————

1] The First Article.

Of Creation.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

2] What does this mean?—Answer. 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my limbs, my reason, and all my senses, and still preserves them; in addition thereto, clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and homestead, wife and children, fields, cattle, and all my goods; that He provides me richly and daily with all that I need to support this body and life, protects me from all danger, and guards me and preserves me from all evil; and all this out of pure, fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me; for all which I owe it to Him to thank, praise, serve, and obey Him. This is most certainly true.

3] The Second Article.

Of Redemption.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

4] What does this mean?—Answer. 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won [delivered] me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, in order that I may be [wholly] His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

5] The Third Article.

Of Sanctification.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; one holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

6] What does this mean?—Answer. 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in which Christian Church He forgives daily and richly all sins to me and all believers, and at the last day will raise up me and all the dead, and will give to me and to all believers in Christ everlasting life. This is most certainly true.

The Large Catechism

Article I.

9] I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

10] This portrays and sets forth most briefly what is the essence, will, activity, and work of God the Father. For since the Ten Commandments have taught that we are to have not more than one God, the question might be asked, What kind of a person is God? What does He do? How can we praise, or portray and describe Him, that He may be known? Now, that is taught in this and in the following article, so that the Creed is nothing else than the answer and confession of Christians arranged with respect to the First Commandment. As if you were to ask a little child: 11] My dear, what sort of a God have you? What do you know of Him? he could say: This is my God: first, the Father, who has created heaven and earth; besides this only One I regard nothing else as God; for there is no one else who could create heaven and earth. 12] But for the learned, and those who are somewhat advanced [have acquired some Scriptural knowledge], these three articles may all be expanded and divided into as many parts as there are words.

But now for young scholars let it suffice to indicate the most necessary points, namely, as we have said, that this article refers to the Creation: that we emphasize the words: Creator of heaven and earth. 13] But what is the force of this, or what do you mean by these words: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker, etc.? Answer: This is what I mean and believe, that I am a creature of God; that is, that He has given and constantly preserves to me my body, soul, and life, members great and small, all my senses, reason, and understanding, and so on, food and drink, clothing and support, wife and children, domestics, house and home, etc. 14] Besides, He causes all creatures to serve for the uses and necessities of life sun, moon, and stars in the firmament, day and night, air, fire, water, earth, and whatever it bears and produces, birds and fishes beasts, grain, and all kinds of produce, 15] and whatever else there is of bodily and temporal goods, good government, peace, security. 

16] Thus we learn from this article that none of us has of himself, nor can preserve, his life nor anything that is here enumerated or can be enumerated, however small and unimportant a thing it might be, for all is comprehended in the word Creator. 17] Moreover, we also confess that God the Father has not only given us all that we have and see before our eyes, but daily preserves and defends us against all evil and misfortune, averts all sorts of danger and calamity; and that He does all this out of pure love and goodness, without our merit, as a benevolent Father, who cares for us that no evil befall us. 18] But to speak more of this belongs in the other two parts of this article, where we say: Father Almighty. 19] Now, since all that we possess, and, moreover, whatever, in addition, is in heaven and upon the earth, is daily given, preserved, and kept for us by God, it is readily inferred and concluded that it is our duty to love, praise, and thank Him for it without ceasing, and, in short, to serve Him with all these things, as He demands and has enjoined in the Ten Commandments. 20] Here we could say much if we were to expatiate, how few there are that believe this article. For we all pass over it, hear it and say it, but neither see nor consider what the words teach us. 21] For if we believed it with the heart, we would also act accordingly, and not stalk about proudly, act defiantly, and boast as though we had life, riches, power, and honor, etc., of ourselves, so that others must fear and serve us, as is the practise of the wretched, perverse world, which is drowned in blindness, and abuses all the good things and gifts of God only for its own pride, avarice, lust, and luxury, and never once regards God, so as to thank Him or acknowledge Him as Lord and Creator. 

22] Therefore, this article ought to humble and terrify us all, if we believed it. For we sin daily with eyes, ears, hands, body and soul, money and possessions, and with everything we have, especially those who even fight against the Word of God. Yet Christians have this advantage, that they acknowledge themselves in duty bound to serve God for all these things, and to be obedient to Him [which the world knows not how to do]. 23] We ought, therefore, daily to practise this article, impress it upon our mind, and to remember it in all that meets our eyes, and in all good that falls to our lot, and wherever we escape from calamity or danger, that it is God who gives and does all these things, that therein we sense and see His Paternal heart and his transcendent love toward us. Thereby the heart would be warmed and kindled to be thankful, and to employ all such good things to the honor and praise of God. 24] Thus we have most briefly presented the meaning of this article, as much as is at first necessary for the most simple to learn, both as to what we have and receive from God, and what we owe in return, which is a most excellent knowledge, but a far greater treasure. For here we see how the Father has given Himself to us, together with all creatures, and has most richly provided for us in this life, besides that He has overwhelmed us with unspeakable, eternal treasures by His Son and the Holy Ghost, as we shall hear.

What has changed in the American Worldview? 

The loss of commonly held presuppositions. 

What is truth?

Is there a god?

Self (Egw)

Language - What do words mean, anyhow?
Session 3 

(1hr 30mn)

Applicaitons

Life issues

Beginning of Life issues

Conception 

Birth control

Birth defects

Abortion

End of life issues

When does life end?

Euthanasia

Relationship issues

Gender

Marriage

Parenting 

Societal issues

Crime

Ganges

EVENING PRAYER

Friday 9:00 p.m.

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,

and the day is almost over.

Let your light scatter the darkness

and illumine your Church.

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father; heavenly, holy,

blessed Jesus Christ.  We have come to the

setting of the sun, and we look to the evening light.

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

You are worthy of being praised with pure voices  

forever.  O Son of God, O Giver of life:

The universe proclaims your glory.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,

who led your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of

fire by night.  Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ;

may his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;

for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation

and we, your creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen

Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; hear my voice when I cry to you.

Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.

But my eyes are turned to you, O God; in you I take refuge.  Strip me not of my life. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let your loving-kindness descend on us that with purified minds we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify you forever and ever.
Amen

Reading

In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the lord; my spirit

rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor

on his lowly servant.  From this day all generations

will call me blessed.  The Almighty has

done great things for me, and holy is his name.  He has

mercy on those who fear him in ev'ry generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered the

proud in their conceit.  He has cast down the mighty from their

thrones and has lifted up the lowly.  He has filled the

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he

made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, God, our heavenly Father, who by Your Son has promised to give us whatsoever we ask in His name, we ask You, grant us the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we may make known our requests to You in faithful prayer and desire of You that which is well-pleasing to You and profitable for us, lifting up holy hands without wrath or doubting, and being firmly assured that You will hear our prayer; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son our Lord.

Amen.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.
Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy name,


thy kingdom come,


thy will be done



on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses


as we forgive those



who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom


and the power and the glory


forever and ever. Amen

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the [image: image1.wmf] Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen

MORNING SUFFRAGES

Saturday 9:00 a.m.

Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,

have mercy and hear us

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name;

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as  we forgive those 

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell; 

The third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Reading

I cry to you for help, O Lord;

in the morning my prayer comes before you.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me.

My mouth is filled with your praise,

declaring your splendor all day long

Every day I will praise you

and extol your name forever and ever.

You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness,

O God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth and the farthest seas.

Praise the Lord, O my soul;

all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

He redeems my life from the pit

And crowns me with love and compassion.

Lord, hear my prayer,

And let my cry come before you.

Let us pray.

O Lord, to whom the most secret thoughts of our heart are known, open our eyes, we pray you, by your holy Law that we, too, may see and acknowledge our failings.  Let not sin overpower us, but grant us grace to root it out of our heart and life; and where we fail because of our weakness, forgive us for the sake of Him who bore all our sins on the Cross, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen.

Merciful God, we beseech you to cast the bright beams of your light upon your Church that, being instructed by the doctrine of the blessed Apostles, it may so walk in the light of your truth that it may remain in the light of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

Amen

We give thanks unto you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept us this night from all harm and danger; and we pray you that you would keep us this day also from sin and every evil, that all our doings and life may please you.  For into your hands we commend ourselves, our bodies and souls, and all things.  Let your holy angel be with us that the wicked Foe may have no power over us.   

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Lord Almighty order our days and our deeds in his peace.

Amen.

EVENING PRAYER

Saturday 8:00 p.m.

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,

and the day is almost over.

Let your light scatter the darkness

and illumine your Church.

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father; heavenly, holy,

blessed Jesus Christ.  We have come to the

setting of the sun, and we look to the evening light.

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

You are worthy of being praised with pure voices  

forever.  O Son of God, O Giver of life:

The universe proclaims your glory.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,

who led your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of

fire by night.  Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ;

may his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;

for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation

and we, your creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen

Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; hear my voice when I cry to you.

Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.

But my eyes are turned to you, O God; in you I take refuge.  Strip me not of my life. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let your loving-kindness descend on us that with purified minds we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify you forever and ever.
Amen

Reading

In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the lord; my spirit

rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor

on his lowly servant.  From this day all generations

will call me blessed.  The Almighty has

done great things for me, and holy is his name.  He has

mercy on those who fear him in ev'ry generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered the

proud in their conceit.  He has cast down the mighty from their

thrones and has lifted up the lowly.  He has filled the

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he

made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

O Lord, who in your infinite love cares for the least of your creatures, defend us from all fear and anxiety for the future; fill our hearts with trust in you and your fatherly care that we may fix our mind on that which is to come and, unhampered by the troubles of this world, strive for that better life which you have in store for us: in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Amen

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the [image: image2.wmf] Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen

MATINS

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth shall declare your praise.

Make haste, o God, to deliver me;

Make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Praise to you, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Oh, come, let us worship him.

Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise.  For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods.  The deep places of the earth are in his hand; the strength of the hills is his also.  The sea is his, for he made it; and his hand formed the dry land.  Oh, come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.  For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Oh, come, let us worship him.

Reading

In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;

he has come to his people and redeemed them.

He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,

born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old

that he would save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who

hate us. He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to

remember his holy covenant. This was the oath he swore to our

father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses


as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen
The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Let us pray to the Lord.

O Lord, who are the God of patience and whose mercy is new every morning, continue to give us your grace, that we may repent of our sin, find forgiveness in the blood of your Son, and amend our sinful life and bring forth the fruits of righteousness, that we, in faith, may escape your righteous judgment and recieve the blessings which our Savior has earned for us.  For His sake we ask it.  

Amen.

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray you that you would keep me this day also from sin and every evil that all my doings and life may please you.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let your holy angel be with me that the wicked Foe may have no power over me.  

Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ, who, is the truly patient Lamb of God, you suffer for me the most shameful death on the cross and with your precious blood redeem me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, I pray you, grant me the assurance of this redemption through your Word, govern my heart with your Holy Spirit, preserve me with your divine love, and hide me this day, both soul and body, in your holy wounds.  Wash me clean from all my sins, teach me to live a life of good works, and finally lead me from this world of sorrows to your eternal joy and glory, in the name of Jesus Christ, my only Comfort, Hope, and Life.  

Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the Holy Spirit 
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 be with you all.

Amen

St. John’s Lutheran Church


Winter Retreat


February 20—22, 2009





Fox Hills Resort


Mishicot, Wisconsin





…falling off?








Why are the wheels…








D-12
D-2

_1105193349

